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Vandals knock down Pharaoh Mountain fire tower

Fire tower has long history

By MART THILL
Soarid Wiritee
v Plasld Burren

SCHROON LAKE = The
dinputed Pharsch Mountein
forest fire ocheervalion Lower tap-
pled over somé lime in the past
week, spparently wnhmd.”h.g-
pabo

A Department of Environmen-
tul Comgervation officer and a
forest ranger climbed to the
pummit of the mountain to in-
vestignte the incident Tuesday.
According Lo DEC spokeaman
R.W. Gfohéman, the DELC
elineave red April | that one leg of
the tower had been sawed
through. No other légs had been
it recently, he snid

Behroon Supervisor John Relly
sald people fret noticed the
tower was down on Monday. He
surmised it fell over some lime
that day or over the weekend

Details were sketehy s of
ress time Tuesday, and
sropeman eaid it was unclear
whether there had besn further
vandaliam snee April | oF if the
tower almply fell over ae & reault
of that cut.

The structure had been the
target of at least ome other mct of
vandalism lasl spring, when two
of the roughly halfanch thigk
stenl, L-ahoped lege were sawed
through with & hacksaw, The
DEC then reinforced Lhe legm
The DEC also intended to repair

the musl recent damage but bad
waather deluyed the plan, actor
ding to Spukeuwmﬁh. Madaline
Galls, The DEC has not yet
determined whether it will try to
remove of restore the tower,
Gromaman added

DEC Commissiensr Thomes
Jorling Tuesday issusd & state-
ment ealling the actién
“deplorable and mallcious "™ The
DEC is conducting a full in-
vestigation, he said

Many tawn of Schroon
risidents, including Kelly, say
they suspect the radical ém-
virenmuntal group Earth Forst!
of knocking the tower owver o
protest that a mah-made sirue-
ture was being allowed to atand

in 8 steleadmmignated wilderness
area. The group often employs
“eeolage” Lactics

A state plan for the Pharach
Loke Wildernesa Complex called
far the removal of the 38.foot-tall
structure, but the action was put
on hold while the tower's histori-
cal pignificance and punll‘ﬂ?
preservation ware studved

“It's pretty lhuck;ll:r." said E
Melanie Crear, n student at the
State University of New York at
Albany and chairwoman of a
conimunity committes Lo Bave
the fire tower. “A lot of local pea-
ple and tourkEts hive hiked 1o it
for m lot of years, You can see il
from town (Schroon Lake), so it

bhecame a very popular landmark. |

Loeal people consider it s sort of
& rallying point for their rights.”

JI‘!{E“JOH of Mew Hampehire,
an Earth First’ activist who was
punched by Warrcnaburg Super
visor Maynard Haker at n protest
in the Pharaoh Lake Wilderness
Complex in 1980, wmid he han
never objected to the tower or
trbed 1o knock it down

“"Earth First doesn’t really care
ahout the viewshed. That really
hae no effect on biodiversity
We're more concermed thai a
road is being actively used and is
not going through o natural sue-
eegsive process of healing,” said
Elliott. referring to the disputed
Crane Pond FRoad in the same
wildernesz mrva “1F L was Earth
First!. they would've done some
road damage. or improvements,
as we would say

But Elliott snid tearing down a
fire ower would b consistent
with the agenda of other Earth
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motivists removed boulders bi the road in
clashed thare with Earth First! mambers
romd insus hes slen been laft opan

' batwesn Gov. Marie Cusmo’s aides and

government officisis.

First! members, which he labeled
the “Billbeard Faction ™

'‘Or radieal right wingers
would go out and do something
they perceive Earth First! would
do just to fuel the Nre.” Elliott
esu.r:rn:lued.

Hut Crear, who lives on Crane
Pond Read, said lecal people
have worked so long o protect
thw tewer Lhrough legilimale

channels that they would not
have jeopardized it just e in
Mame passsone She pdded thpe
an ofTicial with the state OfMee of
Parks. Recreation and Histofie
Preservation recently told kaor
that fire towers, ke Pharaoh
Mountwin's, which nre over 60
vears old would probably be pro.
tected under a lorthcoming ree
mmmendnian



